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belief of certain Indians who seek the divine in sexual
union. Louis Macneice mentions Yeats' last prose writ-
ing On the Boiler which reveals the reactionary ideals
which he would have liked to see embodied in his
nation. The formation of military families should be en-
couraged/ he writes, 'for human violence must be em-
bodied in our institutions.' And Ireland also must have
a caste system: 'The new-formed democratic parliament
of India will doubtedless destroy, if they can, the caste
system that has saved Indian intellect* *

A poet's approach to a foreign civilization must ne-
cessarily imply a valuation; for what are attitudes if not
determined by a system of values that are entirely the
poet's own ?    In the case of Yeats we may safely say
that many of his values, both literary and cultural in ge-
neral, were derived from that revivalist movement which
he himself helped .to create and which was by no means
determined by purely literary .considerations.   In poetry
and in politics, in the drama and in religion, the same
forces were at work.   It was a return to the primeval
simplicity of the past, the unsophisticated civilization of
the 'people'.    In discovering their own land, they also
discovered India.   And although they all too frequently
generalized  on  abstract issues  and  found  similarities
between Ireland and India which actually never existed at
all, although Yeats in his old age came obviously under
the influence of reactionary tendencies, there is no doubt
that India was to him the fulfilment of many of his
dreams, a vision of the final harmony in human life,

* The Poetry of W. B. Yeats, 1041, p. 41